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Minutes 2011/12
POLICY COMMITTEE

8 November 2011
Present:
Councillors McIntyre (Chairman), Draper, S. Gilliver-Cooper,


 S.L. Gilliver-Cooper, Pickin, Swift, Upson & Westmorland.
Apologies:
Councillor Wootton.

3 Members of the public were in attendance.

240 
TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES BY MEMBERS OF INTERESTS IN MATTERS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION:

(a) Personal

(b) Personal Interests which are Prejudicial


No disclosures were made.

241
MINUTES
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meetings held on 2nd August & 27th September 2011,  as detailed in Minute Book No. 3, 2011/2012, pages 123 – 125 & 203 - 206 and as adopted by the Town Council on 4th October 2011, be received and approved.

242 
REVIEW OF TOWN COUNCIL POLICY AS EMBODIED IN MINUTE BOOK No. 4 (2011/2012) 

Members reviewed Minute Book No. 4 which had been circulated with the 
agenda and the Clerk highlighted a typographical error and a mistake in the 
page numbering which omits page 240 and apologized for these errors which 
would be rectified.


It was agreed that the information be noted. No matters were raised and 
members approved the minutes as a true record.

243
HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES


The Town Clerk informed members that the next quarterly inspections would 
take place on 16 November 2011. The Clerk gave an update on the Vibration 
Health 
Surveillance questionnaires which had been completed by the GMU 
and these would be checked by the Health & Safety consultant at the next 
meeting.


It was agreed that the information be noted.  
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244
WEST YORKSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE AUTHORITY – DRAFT INTEGRATED 
MANAGEMENT ACTION PLAN 2012 – 2013 – PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Further to Minute No. 199b and the meeting held on 12 October 2011, 
members considered their response to the consultation document.

Councillor Upson proposed that a letter is sent stating that “Hemsworth 
Town Council is opposed to the proposed changes to our Local Fire Service. 
The Town Council has serious concerns over the changes that would see the 
loss of a fire station in Hemsworth leading to an overall increase in 
response time for the two fire tenders that are required to attend at house 
fires to arrive and feel that these are not acceptable. Further the loss of 
eleven fire fighters in our area that could potentially leave a second tender 
with no staffing when we need it most and no fire fighters available to 
continue public education that has led to a reduction in fire related incidents 
are also of serious concern. To address these issues and others then  
Hemsworth Town Council request a public meeting to be held in Hemsworth 
before any changes are implemented.

This was seconded by Councillor S. Gilliver-Cooper.


RESOLVED: That by a unanimous vote the proposal was carried and the Clerk 
is instructed to write to the West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Authority.

The Chairman thanked the members of public for attending the meeting.
245
EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of business to be transacted, it is advisable, in the public interest, that the public and press are excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

246 
HEMSWORTH COMMUNITY – STRATEGIC PLANNING STRATEGY

The Town Clerk reported on the following:

a. WMDC Community Asset Transfer Policy – Refer to Minute No. 142 & 193b
The Clerk informed members that she was now in receipt of the documents to complete and that she would make the application for the asset transfer (Cemetery Road Football Field) within the next couple of weeks.

It was agreed that the information be noted.

b. Contractual matters relating to the refurbishment of the Windsurfer (Lakeside cafe) 
The Clerk gave an update on progress in relation to the Lakeside Cafe refurbishment works.
It was agreed that the information be noted.
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246 
HEMSWORTH COMMUNITY – STRATEGIC PLANNING STRATEGY - continued
c. Capital Project update re: Club Terrace Land

The Clerk informed members that she had received notification from the 
Social Enterprise Project Leader that they had been unsuccessful in securing 
money from the CRT and Reaching Communities funding, however they are 
still trying to secure funding from Regional Growth for the Urban Farm 
project.

Members discussed matters surrounding the land at Club Terrace and the 
information provided by the Town Clerk.


It was agreed that in light of the information that the Town Council look at 
uses for this land in the future and contact WMDC to ascertain their plans for 
redevelopment around this area.

d. Contractual and Associated Legal Matters – refer to Minute No. 129 & 193e 
The Clerk gave details of a breach of Standing Order No. 22 (Unauthorised Activity) by two Councillors. 

Councillor Upson raised concerns over a breach of Standing Order 27a & b (Relations with the press/media) and highlighted a letter that had been printed in the Hemsworth & South Elmsall Express.

RESOLVED: That in light of the breaches of Town Council Standing Orders that these matters are reported to the Monitoring Officer at WMDC and that consideration of removing Councillors from Committees/sub Committees be raised at the next Town Council meeting. 
e. Update re: Section 106 agreement – Provision of athletics or sports facilities
The Clerk referred members to information provided at the Policy Committee held 27 September 2011 (Minute No. 193f) and stated that this matter was still on hold pending the oral hearing which is scheduled to take place on 15 November 2011.
It was agreed that the information be noted.

f. Hemsworth Water Park (Greenspace issues)
The Clerk provided members with an update she had received from WMDC’s legal department.

It was agreed that the information be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.
Tina Pattison, Town Clerk
8 November 2011  
Ref: PC02-1111.C15.15
